
Music Day 18.03.15 

On Music Day we did lots of musical activities.  We had two workshops which told us about music 
from other cultures.  Dholi Gurcharan Mall is a Bhangra musician.  He brought 10 Dhol drums into 
school for us to play in our Indian Drumming workshop.  We learned a simple welcome, come inside 
phrase in Hindi.  We used this as a chant then played a drum accompaniment.  We kept a regular 
beat by beating one side of the drum with a larger drum stick called a Daga to a count of ‘1,2’ 
followed by a finer stick called a ‘Tilli’ on the other side on a count of ‘3,4’.  

   
 

  
Our second workshop was led by our music teacher Mr Newton.  Mr Newton talked to us about 
Raga. A raga means colour but also "beauty and melody".  It is one of the melodic modes used in 
Indian classical music. A raga uses a series of five or more musical notes upon which a melody is 
constructed.  We looked at a Sitar instrument as this is one of the most popular instruments to use 
in a Raga.  We then listened and watched some musicians playing a Raga.   
 

  



Mr Newton had us creating our own Ragas using coloured notes which we put together on a 

keyboard.  As we played our Raga we accompanied it with a drone to give it another layer. 

     

Reception were using a piece of software called 2Simple Music.  This explored composing pieces 

using various sounds in the program.  The images used within the program allowed them to think 

about basic notation for their compositions. 

   

Year One explored pitch and rhythm in their lessons.  All the children composed simple pieces which 

focused on the use of pitch.  They selected instruments to create their melodies and used up and 

down arrows to write down their ideas. 

   



   

Year Two used one of the ‘Ten Pieces’ they had heard from the BBC Ten Pieces initiative.  The piece 

was called ‘Connect It’ by Anna Meredith.  It explored sounds our bodies and voices could make to 

create a composition.  Year Two created their own pieces which they performed to a select audience 

of teachers and pupils. 

  

Throughout the day we had parents and governors visiting the workshops to see what we are 

learning.   

 



Mr Newton led an assembly at the end of the day to show what we had learned.  Each class had 

produced their own Ragas.  We performed some of them to the whole school during our assembly. 

 

A huge thank you to everyone involved in Music Day, it was truly inspirational! 

 


