
SAI Angan 
25th November – 1st December 2017 

 
25th – 26th November 
 
We (Miss Western, Miss Southwell and Paddington) started on our journey to 
Bhubaneshwar on Saturday, first we drove down to Heathrow arriving just after 6pm. We 
flew out of Heathrow at 9.50pm not arriving into Dehli until 11am (India time, 4.30am 
GMT). We then had a gruelling wait of 6 hours in Dehli airport before we caught our 
connecting flight to Bhubaneshwar. We finally arrived at 8pm (Indian time) and met Jessica 
who drove us to the school.  
 

 
 
27th November 
 
On Monday morning Jessica took us to the new SAI Angan school. This is a new addition to 
SAI International housing upto 1500 children from 2 and a half to 8 year olds. The new 
building is amazing, not surprising as it is shaped like a Disney castle! We were given a 
traditional Indian greeting. 
 

     
 
Our first event was to watch a special assembly presented by Class I, 6 / 7 year olds. During 
the assembly they shared local and national news, learnt a word for the day and shared a 
traditional dance with us. It was awe inspiring! 
 



  
 
Next it was our turn. To start we showed the children (all 250 of them) and their teachers 
our ‘A day in the life of’ video from the website before asking them to identify similarities 
and differences between the two schools. 
 
Next, we had been asked to prepare a story telling session followed by a craft activity. We 
chose ‘The Gruffalo’, well it is Miss Western’s favourite Book, sorry Paddington!! Miss 
Western read the story whilst Miss Southwell and Paddington manned the powerpoint, 
apparently everyone was impressed with the Grufflo’s voice. Unfortunately there was not 
enough time for the craft activity but we have been informed that the children will do this 
as a future time and send us photos of how well they got on. 

 

       
 
 
Our third event of the morning was centred around traditional games, linked to the project 
‘Grandparents games’. We were taught 3 games in all, 2 Ugandan games and 1 Indian 
games. They were all great fun, especially as all the adults (including us) had a go ourselves. 
The games included ‘What’s the time Mr Loin’ (Uganda), Cat and the Rat (Uganda) and Pittu 
(India). I think it is safe to say that our favourite was the Cat and the Rat but we plan to 
share all of these playground games when we get back to CVIS. 
 

    



    
 
The morning activities did not stop there! Next we had a tour of the new school, including 
one of the inside swimming pools, the co-library and computing room, the dining hall and 
the core classrooms (music, dance, Art, D&T). It was fantastic to hear that they are using the 
Jolly Phonics programme to support their literacy. They explained that Angan can be 
translated into the courtyard, meaning that their school is like a children’s courtyard where 
everything is fun. They have a model based around 7 ….., all of which start as play based 
activities. 
 

     
 
 
To help us refuel we were taken to a Chinese restaurant for lunch before going to the 
Khandagri Caves. Jessica had promised us both an amazing view and MONKEYS! She did not 
disappoint on either. However it was a little strange to be asked to be in photos with 
families and babies just because of how we looked. 
 

  
 



  
 
 

  
 
 
28th November 
It was now our turn to teach some of our traditional playground games to the children from 
KG II (5 year olds). We were going to teach hopscotch however the playground was lined 
with plastic tiles and there was no chalk so instead we taught ‘Stuck in the mud’, ‘Duck, 
duck, goose’ and ‘British Bull Dog’. We discovered that the first two were very familiar to 
games they already but bull dog was completely new to them. Both the adults and the 
children loved playing all of the games although some of the rules were a little lost in 
translation. 
 

  
 
Our second activity was centred around counting rhymes.  We observed and joined in 2 
traditional counting rhymes, one Indian and the other Ugandan, with 3 KG I classes (4 year 
olds). We have been given the words so that we can share them with the children back in 
the UK. 
 



  
 
Our last school activity of the day was to lead a workshop for around 50 Pre-Primary 
teachers on assessment processes of students and SEND, specifically methods of teaching 
children that are ADD/ Hyperactive/ mild autism. The workshop was well received and 
teachers were interesting in learning alternative suggestions to support children with SEND.  
 
 
29th November 
Wednesday was our busiest day with a total of 5 different school activities. 
We started the morning by teaching a small number (40) of children from Class I (6 year 
olds) some handicrafts from the UK. The main craft we shared was paper weaving, we 
anticipated that we would be modelling how to create the initial slits and strips of paper, 
however it soon became apparent that this wasn’t the case when the teachers came in 
carrying pre-made strips and cut paper.  

 

 
 

As gifts we had brought some of our handmade Christmas cards and Christmas sewing 
crafts. We had decided to bring one completed sewed penguin and 3 new sewing sets. It 
was great to see that the teachers had decided to complete these sets during this activity. 
They had also decided to create their own decorated cards, however unlike in our school 
the insert was already pre-stuck, all the decorations pre-cut, all the children had to do was 
add the items to the card with glue. 
The entire session was an eye opener, it felt at times like the children were more observers 
than participants.  

     



In the middle of our session, we were taken to celebrate Holi. The children put brightly 
coloured powder on our faces and feet, they also feed us a traditional sweet that they have 
during this time. The children presented us with a book full of photos for us to bring back to 
school to share with our children and to celebrate Holi with the coloured powder and 
sweets.  
 

 
 
For our second activity we went back to KG I, this time to teach them some English nursery 
rhymes. The rhymes we had chosen were ‘ten green bottles’, ‘1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish 
alive’ and ‘one, two buckle my shoe’. First we sang along with the video then brought the 
song to life by giving the children numbers and turning them into bottles and creating 
actions. The children picked up the songs very quickly and said that their favourite had been 
ten green bottles.  
 

  
 
Before lunch we were invited to join in a dance lesson, learning a series of dance moves. 
This was particularly difficult as just as we thought we had cracked it they changed the order 
or the number of repetitions. We have agreed, however, that we are going to teach the 
dance to the children and record it for the dance teachers to see. 
 

  
 
After lunch we delivered a presentation to the whole of Class III (8 year olds) on UK 
monuments and landmarks, specifically those based in London. One child appeared to have 
prepared for the presentation as he was able to answer nearly all of the questions 



accurately. At the end of the presentation most of the 250 children were taken back to the 
classroom and again we were left with a select few, approx. 30 children. The task was to 
make one of the monuments. We had brought template with us which were given to the 
children in groups. It was fantastic to see the children finally taking charge, cutting the 
templates  
 

  

       
 
30th November  
After a busy week at school we were taken to Puri to dip our feet in ‘Bay of Bengal’ and have 
a traditional Indian platter called ‘Thali’. 
 

   
 
We finished off the day by visiting a traditional market 
 
1st December 
 
HOMEBOUND! 
 

Actions: 
Develop cultural awareness – yoga and Hindi worship 
History – What our grandparents played 
Values – 50 Acts of Kindness 
Maths – Problem solving and Critical Thinking 
Science – Sharing investigations 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


