
How Do we Teach Reading at Churchdown Village Infant School  

(an overview) 

We start by teaching phonics in Reception using the highly successful ‘Jolly 
Phonics’ programme. Children learn how to identify and hear the sounds in 
words and how those sounds can be written down. This is essential for reading, 
but it also helps children learn to begin to sound out words for spelling. 

Phonemes in the order in which they are taught: 

 

The children also practise reading (and spelling) ‘tricky words’, such as ‘once,’ 
‘have,’ ‘said’ and ‘where’. 

Once children can blend sounds together to read words, they practise reading 
books that match the phonics and the ‘tricky words’ they know. They start to 
believe they can read and this does wonders for their confidence. 

As well as learning to read and hear the sounds in words we encourage the 
children to learn how books ‘work’.  Identifying the features of the book (front 
cover, title, first word, reading from left to right etc) as well as discussing what 
is happening in the book. 

Regular reading opportunities allow the children to get to know and love all 
sorts of stories, poetry and information books. This helps to extend children’s 
vocabulary and comprehension, as well as supporting their writing.   

Comprehension skills are an important part of learning to read.  Many children 
are able to decode words in order to read them but not all children are able to 



understand what the text means.  Improving pace and fluency and lots of 
discussion about the books being read ensure children are able to develop this 
skill.  A list of age appropriate questions will be sent out to you at the 
beginning of your child’s new academic year which will enable you to support 
your child with their comprehension. 

Up until the end of Year 2, your child will work with children who are at the 
same reading level.  This is so that the teaching can be focussed on their 
needs.   We check children’s reading skills regularly so we that we can ensure 
they are in the right group.  Children will move to a different group if they are 
making faster progress or may have one-to-one support if we think they need 
some extra help.  The children undertake regular guided reading sessions with 
staff in their class and have a wide selection of reading materials to choose 
from and projects linked to reading with rewards systems for encouragement.  

 
How long will it take to learn to read well? 

In the summer term of year 1, the government asks us to do a phonics check of 
all the children.  We will let you know how well your child has done.  Children 
who do not pass the phonics check in year 1 retake the assessment during year 
2 to ensure that pupils have made progress, if your child is a candidate for this 
then we will let you know in advance and also feedback the findings. 

  
Every child is different and all children learn to read at different speeds.  By the 
end of Year 2, most children will be able to read aloud books that are at the 
right level for his or her age.  

 


